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Á What New in the Zoo: 
ҍNIH 

ҍNIBIB 

Á Finding your NIH Niche 
ҍEach IC has a unique character 

ҍGet help from the inside 

Á Writing Competitive Grants 
ҍOrganize your team and plan 

ҍSpecific Aims are the bedrock 

ҍMake reviewers your advocates 

 

 

TODAYôS AGENDA: 
HOW TO SUCCEED AT NIH 



Á What New in the Zoo 
ҍNIH 



NIH ñhot topicsò 

Source: http://www.nih.gov/about/director/budgetrequest/fy2016_directorsbudgetrequest_slides.pdf  

     

ÁPrecision Medicine Initiative 

ÁDiscovery Science 

ҍ BRAIN Initiative 

ҍ Microbiome and health  

ҍ Stem Cell Technology (tissue chips, regenerative medicine) 

ҍNew Vaccines (Ebola, Flu, HIVé) 

ÁTranslating discovery into health 

ҍ Antimicrobial Resistance  
Å national database of germ genomes  

Å prize for better diagnostics (w/BARDA) 

Å antibiotics and vaccines 

ҍAlzheimerôs Disease  
Å basic research 

Å epidemiology for risk/protective genes 

Å early diagnosis and progression 

ҍAccelerating Medicine Partnership (Alzheimerôs, type 2 
diabetes, lupus, rheumatoid arthritis) 

ÁPreparing a diverse and talented biomedical research 

workforce  
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http://www.nih.gov/precisionmedicine/  

http://www.nih.gov/precisionmedicine/


The human brain has 1011 

neurons, each connected to 

104 other neurons.  Sitting on 

your shoulders is the most 

complicated object in the 

known universe. 

http://braininitiative.nih.gov/ 

 

NIH and the BRAIN Initiative 

ÁGoal: revolutionary new dynamic picture of the brain 

showing individual cells and complex circuits 

ÁFoundations:  genome sequenced, CLARITY, fMRI, other high 

resolution tools  

ÁPlanning: BRAIN 2025: A Scientific Vision 

ÁFunding:  $46M (FY14), $85M (FY15), $135M+ (FY16) (requested)  

through targeted initiatives (basic neuroscience, classification of 

circuits, recording and modulatingðnon-invasively) 

ÁOthers: DARPA, NSF, FDA, IARPA 

http://braininitiative.nih.gov/


Stimulating Peripheral Activity  

to Relieve Conditions  (SPARC) 

First Call: 
RFA-RM-15-002: Exploratory Technologies to 

Understand the Control of Organ Function by the 

Peripheral Nervous System for SPARC (U18) 

12 awards 
- Urinary tract, spleen, cardiovascular, upper 

airway, gastrointestinal tract 

- Approaches 
Å Electrical interfaces 

Å Viral and optogenetics 

Å 3D imaging tools 

Å Transgenic/animal models 

Å Organoids 

Å Ultrasound/infrared modulation 

Å Microfluidic/wireless devices 

Áelucidating autonomic and sensory control of internal organ 

function for effective, minimally invasive neuromodulation therapy 



Trans-NIH Programs 

http://commonfund.nih.gov/  
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